Following the suppression of the Behrnard’s Khorne cult, the Inquisitorial Hounds began an immediate search for clues as to where the other two chaos artifacts might be. The team was joined by an Arbites from their small anti Heresy section, who has recently arrived on Clarissa and who brings the team a needed connection into the Imperial Bureaucracy, as the Hounds are planetary forces who serve the Governor. Detective Quint is assigned into the squad under the authority of Lt. Artaria and is considered part of the Inquisitor’s retinue until no longer needed. The Inquisitor himself remains sealed in a healing tank after the massive damage he took at the holding of the disease artifact. It is expected he can leave the tank within a week, but will be weakened for several weeks after that even with the best of care. The ecclesiarchy is worried that when the Bishop’s men begin to arrive it will look bad if the Inquisitor isn’t up and around and are providing constant care for him.

The Squad Priest expressed his belief that the each of the artifacts represented a chaos power, and shared his knowledge of heretical groups with the rest of the squad. It is his theory that there are four major chaos powers, each with its own distinct personality and that the group had defeated the artifacts from the lord of battle and the lord of disease, so they should focus their hunt now on the lord of change and the lord of passions.
The group split into specialties while investigating. The officer, Lt. Artaria worked the upper class, looking for rumors and possible leads. The tech specialist, Betts looked for ways to track the radio interference that they had encountered around the artifacts they have seen so far while they were in use. The new squad member, Quint, on loan from the Arbites, tracked leads through police open cases and records, while the squads regular troopers tried to enlist the help of pub patrons and bar flys.
Each path of investigation led them to worries. 
The Bishop of the Calixis Sector is arriving in two weeks for the Emperor’s festival at the Capital and millions will be in the Capitol for the festival. There is little worry about protecting the Bishop as he travels with a vast security arrangement, including a chapter of Battlesisters. The Bishops visit is a huge issue however with most expecting it to be a once in a lifetime event.  
Quint discovered that the Arbites stationed on the world kept files on many nobles and imperial bureaucrats, but the planet was considered a slow back water. The only real underground political movement was the people trying to get the Imperial Tech ban on the planet lifted as so much of the planet was now exempt for various reasons and that this was a pretty popular cause all over. 
The popular video program Clarissa Idol ends this week and everyone high and low is trying to decide between voting for Boobli or Gregori, the finalists. Gregori plays guitar and sings imperial hymns and folks songs, while Boobli moved from playing the recorder to playing the tambourine midway through the contest and also dances and sings. Gregori is a farm worker from near the Capital while Boobli is merchant’s assistant from the distant Port Ushas. The group questioned whether anyone knew if the winner of the Idol contest would get to meet the Bishop, but found no immediate answer.

Suspicious characters showed up at the starport a little over a month ago with paperwork that allowed them to clear the port with no inspections or records kept. The teamsters and truck hired to help them carry their kit have disappeared completely. . The squad had some discussion of the Inquisitor’s agents they found dead in the Chimera on the night of the attack on the disease castle, but no once could recall how they looked as they found the bodies badly burned and buried them before moving on to the castle. To check their identities the squad sent out a message to the Inquisition seeing information about them, but as it was being sent by psykers it could be weeks before a reply is received.

There have been erratic bursts of radio static reported by people in and near the capitol, but as radio is scarce around the planet there is no easy way to try to triangulate the reports of problems. An attempt to get information from the techs for the Vultures, the planetary air support unit and arch rivals of the Hounds was rebuffed. 
As these investigations revealed so many leads the squad decided to split up, with three staying in the capitol to investigate the missing teamsters with their truck and the radio oddities and four heading undercover to the far southern city of Varikate, where all the planet’s video programs are made.

The group in the city investigated the truck stops near the city and the ports looking for people who had seen anyone fitting the description of the mysterious arrivals or the missing truck but turned up nothing. They did however see the massive tent cities that are popping up all around the outside of the capital as religious followers from every city, town and village congregate near the capital to get a view of the Bishop when he arrives. People are arriving on foot, in boats and in trucks and coaches from all over who have been travelling for months to get to the festival. Every hotel is booked, every room in the city has a renter or five. The Outside of the city is turning into a sea of tents often running right up to the edge of the roads making driving in the city even more hazardous than normal. The crowds are well behaved and mostly crime free, as these are the most devout followers of the imperial cult on the planet, but there is clear excitement in the air and the Arbites are nervous.
The Varicate team split into a upper and lower team, with the Lt. Artaria and Rene, the priest working the upper class, bars and hotels, while the Quint and Sithar hit the working clubs and hangouts. Following the hunch that if something was going on in Varikate it would involve Slannesh, the lord of passions, they focused on looking for famous partiers in the city and found three, two action video stars known for raucous parties and a producer, Burnett who was known as playboy. They also learned that Burnett was sponsoring a huge party the night before the final Clarissa Idol show the coming weekend. This was enough to make him a prime suspect in their eyes. The Priest Rene also noticed something odd as he walked about town, the town has many large churches and cathedrals used as set pieces for videos, but the actual working church for the city was surprisingly small. When he went to check it out he found the doors locked and they soon discovered that someone had paid for coaches for the entire congregation to go to the capital for the Bishop’s visit. This would have cost a fortune and getting permissions for the workers to go away for this long would have required a lot of pull from someone, but their initial investigations into the mysterious sponsor turned up no name.

The Lt. then decided to reunite the full squad in Varikate in time for Burnett’s party, the others were to be flown down with the squad’s bikes and kit. 
Calendar:

Today is Wednesday, the party at Burnett’s is Friday, the Idol final is Saturday, the Bishop arrives in two weeks, the Emporer’s festival is in three weeks and lasts one week. 

This was the end of the session. 

